Country Action Plan

Islamic Republic of Iran

Focus Areas

· Condom programming

· HIV prevention in the young

· PDS

CONDOM PROGRAMMING

RATIONALE

· Existing PHC network serves a limited constituency

· Need to extend coverage to, especially, the young

· UNFPA niche

· Logical next step

STRATEGIES

· Advocacy for greater use of condoms as dual protection

· Identify barriers to access and use among those presently not or poorly served

· Conduct needs assessment outside present constituency

· Adapt and upscale best practices

· Pilot assessment of IDU access to condoms (through and outside existing NEX and MM programmes )

CONSTRAINTS

· Bringing non-MOH counterparts on board

· IRIB, MOI, Parliament...

· Formulation of no-nonsense but socio-culturally appropriate messages

HIV PREVENTION IN THE YOUNG

RATIONALE

· Vulnerability

· Behavioural

· Demographic

· Strategic (UNFPA niche)

· Epidemiological

STRATEGIES

· Creating an enabling environment

· Incorporate HIV prevention strategies into (integrated) youth-friendly SRH services

CONSTRAINTS

· If YFS to be delivered through existing PHC network, major overhaul of staff thinking at all levels will be required

P.D.S.

RATIONALE

· Gap in current statistical knowledge precludes appropriate and focused policymaking and planning

· Within overall goal of achieving sustainable statistical self-sufficiency

· UNFPA niche, esp. in Iran

· MTR recommendations

STRATEGIES

· Capacity building in data:

· Collection

· Utilisation

· Focus on peripheral staff

CONSTRAINTS

· Harmony of views and approach adopted by different data-gathering organisations

